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Background 
Many Iraqi families fled their homes in Iraq during the past four years as a result of ethnic and sectarian 
conflicts. They sought refuge in the neighboring countries- Syria, Jordan, Iran and Egypt. The majority 
(1.5-2.0 million people) settled in Syria and they were considered externally displaced population. 

Although there are no restrictions in Syria regarding obtaining residence permits, schooling for Iraqi 
students and delivering humanitarian aid through the Iraqi Red Crescent Organization- Syria 
coordination office, Iraqi families faced difficulties in other aspects. For example, the high cost of 
living and rented apartments and the limited employment opportunities contributed to lack of stability 
of Iraqi families and increased their passion to return to their country. 

 
Operational developments 
In Iraq, the security situation improved as a result of law enforcement especially in Baghdad (Al-Karkh 
and Al-Rasafa) as well as in other governorates. Consequently, a significant number of Externally 
Displaced families returned to Iraq starting mid September and through October. Hundreds of displaced 
families arrived daily through air as well as ground travel. The flow of returnees gradually decreased 
during November.  

Some returnee families were not able to return to their original areas of residence and they settled in 
other areas, thus becoming Internally Displaced. This had led to increased number of Internally 
Displaced People in Baghdad during September and October. 

The Iraqi Red Crescent Organization carried out a survey to estimate the number of returnees through 
its Disaster Management department and its network of branches and offices countrywide. The Iraqi 
Red Crescent teams collected information from transportation companies and relevant ministries and 
governmental departments.  

The preliminary findings of the survey show that the number of returning families centralized in the 
capital Baghdad, as illustrated the following tables. 

 

Table 1: Preliminary statistics regarding the estimated number of returnees from Syria to Iraq 

Estimated number of 
individuals 

Number of individuals returning to 
the Capital (Al-Karkh Al-Rasafa) 

Number of individuals 
returning to the governorates 

25,000 - 28,000 19,000 - 21,500 6,000 - 6,500 
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Table 2: Preliminary statistics regarding the estimated number of returnee individuals from 
Syria to Baghdad areas (Al-Karkh and Al-Rasafa) 

Al-Karkh areas Estimated 
number of 
individuals 

Al-Rasafa areas Estimated 
number of 
individuals 

1. Al-Jama'ah (university) neighborhood 1,100 - 1,250 1. Al-A'athamyah area 1,250-1300 

2. Al-Ameriyah neighborhood 1,450 - 1,650 2. Al-Sha'ab neighborhood 850 - 900 

3. Al-Khadraa' neighborhood 600 - 700 3. Palestine street 925 - 1000 

4. Al-Ghaszalyah neighborhood 1,000 - 1,050 4. Al-Wazeeyiah area 150 - 200 

5. Al-Jihad neighborhood 450 - 550 5. Al-Arsat area 575 - 700 

6. Al-Mansoor area 250 - 300 6. Al-Jaderiyah area 750 - 800 

7. Al-Iskan neighborhood 175 - 200 7. Al-Karadeh area 950 - 1000 

8. Al-Dawrah area 1,550 - 1,800 8. Baghdad Al-Jadeedah area 1,200-1,300 

9. Al-Saydiyah area  950 - 1,000 

10. Al-Yarmook neighborhood 1,370 - 1,450 

11. Other areas 2,105 - 3,050 

9. Other areas 1,200-1,300 

Sub-total 11,000-13,000 Sub-total 8,000-8,500 

Grand total 19,000 - 21,500 

 


